

I hereJakcertify that this paper (along witp-aqv paper referred to as being attached 
or ej^Ssed) is being deposited with taeu.SAPostal Service on the date shown 
jjcftjSSwith sufficient postage as First Class Mail, in an envelqpe^Jdressed to: 
*?x5>rnmissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, A/exacrfftia, VA--^2^j3-1^50/ 




Dated: July 12. 2006 Signature:^ 



Docket No.: SONYJP 3.3-403 
(PATENT) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Aridome et al. 



For: INFORMATION RECORDING APPARATUS 
AND INFORMATION RECORDING 
METHOD 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

Enclosed please find the International Preliminary Report on Patentability. 



In the event there are any fees due and owing in connection with this matter, 



please charge same to our Deposit Account No. 12—1095. 



Application No.: 10/531,235 



Group Art Unit: 2612 



Filed: November 2, 2005 



Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



COMMUNICATION 



Dated: July 12, 2006 



Rcfbert B. Cohen 
Registration No.: 32,768 
LERNER, DAVID, LITTENBERG, 




KRUMHOLZ & MENTLIK, LLP 
600 South Avenue West 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
(908) 654-5000 
Attorney for Applicant 



674947 I. DOC 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter 1 of the Pateni Cooperation Treaty ) 



(PCT Rule AAbis) 



Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
JSONY-605PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See item 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/0 10269 


International filing date (day/mont It/year) 
1 3 July 2004 (1 3.07.2004) 


I Priority date (dav/rnonUi/year) 
1 29 August 2003 (29.08.2003) 


International Patent Classification (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 
See relevant information in Form PCT/ISA/237 


Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION 



1. This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter D is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis. 1(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the Internationa] Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter 1) instead. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 


IS 


Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. VII 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. VIII 


Certain observations on the international application 



4 The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44i.5.3(c) and 93bis.\ bul 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the pnonty 
date (Rule 44bis .2). 





Dale of issuance of this report 
08 May 2006 (08.05.2006) 


The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. +41 22 740 14 35 


Authorized officer 

Masashi Honda 

Telephone No. +41 22 338 70 10 



Form PCT/1B/373 (January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From ihe 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 



PCT 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 4Ms. I) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

JSONY— 605PCT 



Date of mailing 
{day/motilh/ycar) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



Internationa] application No. 

PCT/JP2004/010269 



International filing date (day/mom h/year) 

13.07.2004 



Priority date (day/numth/ywr) 

29.08.2003 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 



Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43fo/J.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority flPE A") except thai this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other 
than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 6G.Jfci*h) that written opinions of 
this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is. as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA. the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the dale of mailing of Form 
PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority dale, whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 



El 


Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. 11 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 


Fl'RTIIKR ACTION 



Name and mailing address of Ihe 1SA/JP 



Facsimile No. 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No. 



Form PCT/1SA/237 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT7JP2004/010269 



Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

j | a sequence listing 

L Z] laWc * s ' elated 10 ,ne sequence listing 

b. formal of materiaJ 

I J in written format 

jP^jj in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

J j contained in the international application as filed. 

I J filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
j j furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

f - ! In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 

filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as appropriate, were furnished 

Additional comments: 



Form PCT/1SA/237 (Box No. I) (January 20<M) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application No. 


PCT/JP2004/010269 


Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




Novelty (N) aaims 1-16 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 6-10, 13, 16 


YES 


Claims 1-5, 11, 12, 14, 15 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1 — 1 6 


YES 


Claims 


NO 




2. Citations and explanations: 




Claims 1-5, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Document 1: [JP, 2003-153140, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 23 May, 2003 (23.05.03), paragraph [0018] and 
Figs. 4, 6] describes the point of generating and recording the top menu oii the basis of chapter 


information. 

Therefore, the inventions of claims 1-5, 1 1 , 12, 14, 15 do not appear to involve an inventive step in 


view of document 1 cited in the ISR. 




The inventions of claims 6-10, 13, 16 are neither described in any of the documents cited in the ISR 


nor are they obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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